NITIJELA OF THE ~ARSHALL ISLANDS.

STH CONSTITUTIONAL REGULAR SESSION, 1984, BILL NO. 9

N.-1
p.L. 1984-4

AN ACT

To make provision for tae acquisition of citizenship of tae warshall Islauds,
for the loss and renunciation of that citizeusaip, for citizensnip by
registration, and for matters relating thereto.
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BE T1 ENACTED BY THE NITIJELA OF THE #ARSHALL ISLANDS:
PART I. - PRELILJINARY.
Section 1. Short title.
This Act may‘ be cited as the Citizensnip Act 1954.

Section 2. Interpretation.

(1) In tnis Act -
"child" means a person who is ot of full age;
"citizen' means a citizen of the sarsnall Islands.
(2) For tne purpose of this Act -
(a) a person is of full age if he has attaineu tue age
of 18 years; and |
(b) a person is of full capacity if he is not a uentally
daisoruered or vefective person, so fouud and not
discharged as sane, wder the provisions of auy law
of any country relating to mental treatument.
PART II. - CITIZENSHIP BY ADOPTION AxD NATURALIZATION.

Section 5. Citizensnip by aaoption.

A child adopted wier tne provisions of any law of any country
on or after the effective date of this Act who is not a citizen on the
date of the adoption becoues a citizen on that cate if the adopter, or in
the case of a joint adoption either adopter, is a citizen on tnat uate.

Section 4. (itizenship by naturalization (general).

(1) A person of full age and full capacity may apply in tie
-42



BILL §O. 9
N.u.71

P.L. 19s4-4

prescribed manner to the Cabinet to be naturalized as a citizeu.

(2) Where, on an application wade pursuant to Subsection

(1) and as a result of such inquiries (if any) as tie Cavinet may cause

to be mace, the Cabinet is satisfieu that tne person makiiyg tne applicatian -

(a)

(a)

(e)

- (£)

(g) .

(h)

was, on the date of application, and nas been,

during the period of 5 years immediately prior

to that date, ordinarily resident in the r-iarénali

Islands; anc

is domiciled iu tne ciarsnall Islanus,; and

is of good ciaracter, based upon available evigience,

including tne recomnendations of the sinistry of?

Foreign Affairs and tne Local Govermment Council

of tue c:omnmlity i willca he nas veen resiuent or

intends to resiue; and

uniess preveated by paysical or mental aisabili'i:‘y,

is able to speak and understand wsiarsnallese sufficieﬁtly
-

for normal conversational purposes; and

has an understandiig and respect for’ tie cusi:oms

and traditions of tie siarsiall Islands, and

nas tine means of support for nimself aud his

dependients; and

nas a reasonavle iowledge and wlderstanding of tie

Constitution aixd tue rignts, privileges, |

responsibilities and duties of citizensihip; and

subject to Section 12,‘ has renowblced in tie préscribed

manner any other citizensnip which ne may possess; ad
~43~ '
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(1) has taken and suybseribed, in the prescrived manuer,
the prescribed oatn of allegiance, then tie Caoluet,
in its aiscretion, may grant tue application, but
otherwise shall refuse it.

(3) Wnere an applicant requests tnat aiy cnild of nis namea
in the application become a citizen by naturalization, tie child shall
become a citizen by naturalizatioi, wieil, pursuant to tne applicatiou,
tue applicant becomes a citizen by naturalization, provided tinere is lucluded
in the application a statement by the other parent or legal puardian (if any)
that he or she also wisies the cnild to become a citizen.

(4) When an application under Subsection (1) is granteu,
the Cabinet shall cause to be issued to tie applicant and to any cailu
who becomes or will become a citizen pursuant to Subsection (3) a certificate
of naturalization in the prescribed form.

(5) A person to wihom a certificate of naturalizarioa is issuea
becomes naturalized as a citizen wuici effect from tie aate stated iu the
certificate.

(6) For tihe purposes of tiis section, tae wate of an application
is tie date on wiich it is lodged with tne Clerk of tie Cabianet.

(7) For the purpose of determining tie period of residence
of any person in tue sfarsnall Islands, aumy period during wiicn tne person
was not legally in tie Harsnall Islands as an immigrant shall be disregarded.

(8) Wihere a person applying under tinis section is a person
who has lost or renounced his citizensnip of tae .iarshall Islands, aiy
period of residence iii tne wiarsnall Islauus vefore ne lost or renouinced

nis citizensnip shall ve disregarded for tie purpose of determining uis
by~
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period of residence in tae flarsinall Islands.

Section 5. Citizensnip by naturalization (puolic ve.aefit).

(1) Auay person wio may not be eligivle for citizensuipy by
naturalization under Section 4 may make application in tie prescrived mamier
to the Cabinet to be naturalized as a citizen, and the Cabinet iay in its
discretion grant the application if the Cabinet is satisfied tioat -

(a) eitner -
(1) tne applicant nas rendereu distinguisinea public
service to tae .iarsinall Islaunds, or
(11) conferral of citizensnip is otnerwise in the
public iuterest; and
(b) the applicant is domiciled in tue ilarsiiall Islands.

(2) Persons naturalized under this section may, in the discretion
of Cabinet, not be required to reuounce any otuer citizenship tney may posseés
and may maintain dual citizensanip. .

(3) Tie number of persois wno snall oe uaturalizeu as citizens
under this section shall not exceed five in any one calendar year.

Section uv. Effect of decision.

Subject to tne provisions of Article II of tae Coustitution, tue
decision of the Cabinet not to grant aa application for citizensnlp unuer
this Part is final.

ARL TII. - LOSS Anw (BNuNCIATION OF CITIZERSHIP.

Sectioi 7. Loss of citizenship (gencral).

(1) A person who nas reacned full aze and is of fuil capacity
is subject to loss of citizeuship, after nearing and for cause, upon
application by the siinister to the iidga Court, on the grouid that ie¢ nas

obtairied tne nationality or citizeuship of anotuer country by a voluntary
~45~
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act (otiier than marriage), except with tne express approval of tae Cavianet.

Section 8. Loss of citizeunsinip by registration or naturalization.

A person registered as a citizen pursuant to Article al Sectioa
2 of the Constitution or naturalized under sections 4 or 5 of tnis Act,
is subject to canceilation of tiie naturalization or registration, after
hearing and for cause, upon application by the winister to tae liign Court,
on the ground of -

(a) concealemut of a material fact or wilful
misrepreseitation in applying for registration or
naturalization; or

(b) advocacy of the overtanrow or alteration of tne
Goveriument by unlawful meais; or

(c) coamission of, or attenpt or preparation to couinlt,
an act of espiouage, sabotage, or sedition against
tne Goveriment, or conspiring wita or aiding and avetting
another tec coimit sucii an act.

Section Y. Reaunciation of citizenship.

(1) Subject to Subsections (£) and (3), a citizein wno is of full
age and full capacity may, in the prescribed mamer, renounce his citizeansiiip.
(2) A person may not renounce nis citizensnip unless -

(a) ue already holds some otier nationality or citizensilp;
or
(b) tne renunciation is for tie purpose of uis ovtaining
soie otner nationality or citizensnip.
(3) Luring a time of war, citizensnip may not be renounced

witnout tue prior consent of tne Cabinet.
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(4) Subject to Section 12 auny cnild who autmna‘ticéliy obtains
tine citizenship of another country as well as citizenship of tne marshall
Islands must, within one year of attaining tne age of eignteen years,
renounce the citizenship of tne otier country or lose ;itizensnip in tne
sarsnall Islands, provided ne has not lost tne citizenship of the other
country.

PAXT 1IV. - CITIZENSaIP BY REGISTRATION.

Section lu. national security limitatioas on citizensiip,

disqualificatious.

(1) In the interest of national security, no person may become
a cit‘izen vy registration pursuant to Article XI, Section Z of tue
Constitution unless the fiigh Court is satisfied that tne person making
the application is of good character.

(2) I making such determination the liigh Court siall give
substantial weight to the recommendations of tne .iinistry of Foreign
Affairs and tne Local Government Council of the commumity in wnicn the
applicant nas been resident and inteuus to reside.

(3) For tie purpose of determining tne period of residence
of any pperson in tne sarsnall Islaias for citizensnip by registration
under Article &I, Sectioii 2 of tne Constitution, any period duripg‘ waica
the person was not legally in tae vclarshall Isalnds as an immigrant snali _
be disregarued.

Section 11, vual citizenship.

Subject to Section 12, no person may become a citizen vy
registration pursuant to Article XI, Section 2 of tne Constitution unless ne
has renounced any citizenship whici he may possess and nas taken and

subscribed, in the prescribed mammer, the prescribea oatin .of allegiance.
47—
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PART V., - MISCELLANEOUS.

Section 12.

Renunciatioin of foreign citizenship in certain cases.

(1) If in a case wnere this Act requires an applicantc for

citizenship to renounce another citizenship or nationality, and either -

(a)

(0)

(c)

(¢)

(e)

the law of his country of citizensihip or nationality
prevents him from renouncing; or

it is otnerwise impracticable w=for nim to renounce,
the applicant may instead maxe a declaration in a
form approved by the cavinet tnat -

ne inteads, wnen it becomes practicable for uim to
do so, to renounce tnat citizeasnip or nationality;
and

he will not exercise any privilege or accept any
beanefit of that citizensnip or nationality; and

he regards nimself as, and will act in all respects

as, a citizen of the »iarsnall Islands aloie.

(2) If it becomes practicable for a person to thom Subsection

(1) applies to renounce tne ot.aer citizensaip or natiounality, the Cavinet

may by order require him to do so, and if ne fails to do so within a

reasonable time fixeu by tine Cabinet for tie purpose tie Cabinet may,

by order, deprive him of his citizemnsihip of tne .darsinall Islands.

Section 13.

Regulations.

The Cabinet may make regulations, not inconsistent witn tanis

Act, prescribing all matters tnat are required or permitted vy tiis Act

to be prescribed, or that are necessary or convenient to be prescribed,

for carrying out or giving effect to tais Act.
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Sectioin 4. Registers.
The Cabinet shall cause to be kept and maintained a register
or registers, in such . form as it “deems approyriatesiﬁ witich snall be
recordeu the particulars -

(a) of @y person who vecomes a citizen by registration
pursuant to Article XI, Section 2 of the Constitution;
and

(b) of any person who becomes a citizen pursuant to tnis
Acty and

(c) of auy person who nas lost or renounced iiis citizeaship
under tnis Act; and

(1) of any declaration as to citizensnip status made
wider Article aI, Section 2 of tne Coustitution.

Section 15. Effective date,

This Act becomes effective on the date on wihicn it becames law.
Certificate

1 hereby certify:

(1) timat the above Nitijela Bill No. Y N.UJ.- 1 has been passed by the
Nitijela of tiie Marsnall Islands on the 5th day of warch 19s4; aud

(2) tnat T am satisfied that Nitijela Bill No. 9 N.J.-1 has beeun passed
in accordance witn the Constitution of tne sarsnall Islands aud tne Rules
of tae witijela.
I hereby place my siguature before the Clerk of tune Witijela this ld4tn

day of liarci, 1984.
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/s/ Atlan Anien
Atlan Anien, Speaxer
nitijela of the marsnall Islands

Attest:

/s/ Donald F. Capelle

vonald F. Capelle, Clerx
Nitijela of the :darshall Islands

Concurred: _ ion, Janet iicCoy
High Comuissioner
4/9/34
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