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™ 1. 1903-34

AT T

To establish a 'arshall Islands Ianruare Cormission, to encourare the
rreservation, develorment and use of the Marshallese lancuace.
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ER IT FUACIED 2V T IMTIJRLA OF T MARCHUATY, ISTAMDS:
Section 1. Shoot title.

This Act mav be cite:d as the *farshall Islands Ianruare
Commission Act 1922,

Section 2, Turnose. |

(1) There is evidence that the !arshallese lanruagre mav be
deteriorating, and there is therefore a nossibility that it may follow
the Charorro and lawaiian Lanruases and practically disappear. If this
harnens, the whole of Marshallese culture will be in danrer.

(2) Accordingly, there is a need for a nositive rrorram not
only to preserve the lansuase but also to heln it deve»lonp in such a wav
as to be able to exnress the new ideas of the modern world “so that it mav
be used for all nurmoses. In somewhat the same wav the Constitution of
Vamaat declares Tislara to ke an official lanruare, nrovides that the
Pepublic rust rrotact the different local lancuages which are nart of
the national heritare and rav declare one of them as a national lancuage,
and further nrovides that anv citizen mav obtain in the official lancuace
that be uses, govermrent services. Tn Africa, too, there has been a
delikerate atternt to develon the Swahili lanpuace as a lancuace of the law,

(3) The aim of this Act is to set un a Torwission to nreserve
and develon the Marshallese lanruace in order that it ray be used in this

way.
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Section 3. ‘ithe Commission.

(1) A farshall Islands Language Commission is hereby
established.

(2) The Commigsion shall consist of a Chairman
and such other memberé as the‘Cabinet appoints, with the
concurrence of the wWitijela expressed by resolution.

(3) The members of the Coumission shall be persons
well versed in the “larshallese language and culture, and mnay

include also persons with specialized knowledge of the science

of linguistics or with experience elsewhere of the type of

woxk that the Commission is established to do.
(4) The Commission shall determine its own pfocedure.
(5) The compensation of the members of the Commission
shall be specifically provided by Act.

Section 4. Functions of the Commigsion.

(1) The fuuctions of the Commission are -
(a) to investigate methods of preserving,
developing and encouraging the use of the

larshallese language, and to report on such

=}

atters to the Cabinet ané to the iiitijela
through the liinisters; and

(b) to recoumend action to be taken by the
Government of the larshall Islands or by
any other nperson, organization or

authority for the preservation, development
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(c)

(&)

(e)

(£)

(9)

-

and use of tae Jarsaallese 1&1&@@9@?; Can

to wevise ang, so far as it can, ingpléuent

an ecucational progran on e larsnaliese
larguage, ane on tiae need for, anu the methoas of,
its srescrvetion wevelo nent axi dse; and

TO sponsor an approve standards for uniformi
spelling of .iarshallese words and phrases; and

to prepare ana publish, or to assist in the
pre';izaration of publicaticn of, dictionaries

and other works on tiwe larshallese language; and
with the approval of a joint caitidtice of tie
ditijela and the Council of Iroij, to adopt

arc publisi: lists of new worus, pirases du
gramaatical fonas that appear to it to e requireu

or uesiraule for the wevelognent aw use of tie

Jarshiallese language; auu

any othey functions that are necessary or

dasirable for achieving the purioses of tils Act.

(2) ‘the Caaudssion nay cooperate wita, anc seek assistance

fram, universities and otixr institutions and persons interestea in the

functions of the Commission ana the achievawent of the purposes of this Act.

(3) “whe Comalssion, with the approval of the Cabinet, nay

solicit and accept grants, Conations and other aia fran any source for tie

purposes of this Act.

(4) Grants, donations or aid wade or given subject to

conuitions, or for certali: gpurposes, nuy e spent or used only in accordance

P A
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1 with those conaitions op for «iose purposes.

2 Section 5. Staff, etc,

3 (1) ‘There zaall be a Secretary to tie Comidssion, ana sucCi
4 staff as the Comnission neecs to perfor: ics functions.

5 (2) %he Docrstary anu staff of tie Camdssion shall be

6 maers of toe Puulic Service, on citioer full-time or part-tine secoudent,
7 as arrangeG ketween tue sinister anu tue Coudssion.

8 (3) Out of woney lawfully available for tue purpose,

9 or by arrangement with tiwe i{inister, ine Caaudssion way obtain the services
10 of specialists anu consulitants on aspects of its work.

11 Section §. Assistance aiu co-operation.

12 It is the national wuty of tie Govermuent of tie ilarshall

13 Islands (in particular the Jepartment of ikducation), of tie news nedda,

14 of local govermments, of private anu public organizacion and authoricies,
15 and of the people generally to-co-oporate with andassist the Caaaission

16 in its work.
17 Seccion 7. Finaice.

1 (1) A cershallese Language rrust Fund is hereby establisheu
19 for the specific puarposes oi this ct.

18 (2) _he Puy! is a fund other than the :larshall Islanus

21 General Fung, within tihe meening ax for the purposes of Article VIII,

22  Section 3(2) of tue Constitution.

£3 (3) toere shall be paid into the Fuanx -
24 (a) eny grants, wosations or aid in cash mace or given,
25 for the parposes of this Act, in accardance with




LI 0. 19
b, 1963-34

wection - {3); @

() aw sy arowncs receivew for the surposes of
toe Coadssion or of tids Sl and

(<) oy awmunt appropriated by the witijela for the
CUYTIOBS .

(4)  ‘oney nay be pale oat of the Pund only -

(a)  for the yarposes of the Camdssion ana of this
ACh; A

(b} with tne authority of the Secretary of Finance,
Lo shall first satisfy himself that the payment
iz in agcorcance with this Act.

lon wwer Jrticle VIII, Section 5(1) of the

Canstitution to expena mwones out of the Fund is given to the Secretary

of Finance.

6)  Whe Secrotary of Finonce shall maintain proper accouants
p P

anu records of the fund, cnu oo accounts to ve laid befare the Nitijela -
by the ilinister of Finance unler article VIII, bection 5(4) of the
Constitution shall include accounts relating to che Pand.
Section o-
(1) .oy regort ancer Section (1) (a) shall be presenteda by
the rinister to the Witijelo, togethey with his couasents or the caments

of the Cabinet oy it. .

(2} Cerrdssion eaxll, et least once in each year,
at such time as is fiec .o the .iluister, suaalt to the :diniscer, for

oresentation to the .fitijela, a report on progress in the preservation,
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develooment ana use of the i s laneiane dla Ol BEBESUTeS likelv
- ) L

i1y on vhe oueracioas of the Camission

to ensure respect for it.

and the adidnistracion of - st Wil Buch recounewn.acions (1€ any)

as it thinks proger.

(3} The Joarission wey at sny other tise, anu shall if so

s

directed by the uitijels or the .4

i7

"

dstor, suandlt to the .linister a report

on all or any aspects in Suoseccion (2).

(2)  The ldnis to ne ~Nitidjela any report

wikier Subsection (3). ara shall wo so if the report was Girected by the
witijela.

Section 9. Lffective Late.

a"t ive on the date on which it becanes

Yhis sct e

law.,

I hereby u,lt'f 73

A1) blat the above Jditijela 2ill do. 17 has been passed by the

y way of teptaber, 19¢3; awd

s.Jitijela of the ljarshall Islancs on
(2)  that I wai satisfied bac lltijela siil Jdo. 13 has been Qasseé. |

in accorwance with the Constitution 01 e clarspnall Islands aad the iules

of the sitijela. I nerchy sluce .y signature Lefore the Clerk of :the

Nitijela this 18th day o¥
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/s/ Atlan AZnien
Atlan snien,  Specier
ditijela of tne lexsi il Lslaras

/s/ vonala F. Cagelle
Donald F, Capelle, Cleri:
itijela of the Marshall Islands

Concurred by Iirh Corissionsr “on. Janet "efov ~10/30/07



